CHAPTER IX
RIDDLE AND ANSWER
I
N DECEMBER, 1868, Henry George left for the East to
seek membership in the Associated Press for The San Fran-
cisco Herald, a newly revived Democratic newspaper which
had hired him for this mission.1 It was agreed that if he could
not wangle an Associated Press contract he was to establish a
special Eastern news service for the Herald.
From his seat of vantage on the four-horse "mud wagon"
crossing the plains (the transcontinental railroad was not yet
finished, although thousands of Chinese coolies had been im-
ported to work on it),2 George had a fine opportunity to see
the vast expanse of countryside and to ask many questions of
the experienced driver.
Were these vast tracts of virgin land, stretching to the far
horizon, part of the "alternate sections" that had been deeded
to the railroad, along with the mile-wide strips that would bor-
der the tracks on either side? Were they some of the twelve
million acres presented the Union Pacific by Congress? 3 Were
they some of the lands that had been bought from the Indians
by wily white men for two cents an acre, and sometimes paid
for, not in money but in merchandise? *
There was much to ponder over during that bumpy, jerky
ride in the springless, lumbering stage—enough, indeed, to
make Henry George forget his physical discomfort. However,
when he reached the railroad and boarded a sleeping car it
seemed like the height of luxury even though he had to share
his berth with a stranger.
He went straight to Philadelphia to join his wife and chil-
dren and to be reunited with his parents and his brothers and
sisters, whom he had not seen for eleven years. It was a joyous
meeting but his time at home was short. Engaging a boyhood
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